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THE ENGLISH SONNET (1658-1750). 

In Modern Language Notes for June, 1903, 
Prof. Wm. L. Phelps challenged Mr. Gosse's 
statement that " Walsh is the author of the only 
sonnet written in English between Milton's, in 
1658, andWarton's, about 1750" ("Ward's Eng. 
Poets, in, 7, 1880), and cited five sonnets which 
come within those years, including Gray's, which 
Mr. Gosse himself has since edited (1884). Mr. 
Gosse modified his statement somewhat in his 
comment on Ayres (see below) in 1885 ; and in 
1899, Mr. Seccombe further corrected Mr. Gosse, 
by writing : "In point of date the sonnets of 
Thomas Warton were preceded by single sonnets 
by Thomas Edwards .... and by the dilettante 
Benjamin Stillingfieet, as well as by Gray's" 
{The Age of Johnson, p. 254-5). As other son- 
nets have come to light, perhaps a revised list may 
be of interest. No doubt other sonnets will be 
added to it, but it is not likely even then to do 
more than emphasize that age's very slight in- 
terest in the sonnet. 

1664/5, Five sonnets by Lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury, who died in 1648. This is the first 
edition of his poems, which, I think, have 
since been printed only in Mr. Churton 
Collins's edition (1881). 

1 679, Ten sonnets, three of them out of Petrarch, 
and one out of Spanish, by Dr. Samuel 
Woodford, appended to his Paraphrase upon 
the Canticles. Eight of these sonnets are in 
the Italian rime-scheme, only three ending in 
a couplet ; the one out of Spanish rimes 
ababbabacddcee ; and one "on the Picture 
of our Lord" runs abbaeddceffegg. (The 
Diet. Nat. Biog. notes, sub Woodford, that 
Nichol's Sel. Coll. of Poems, iv, 345 (1780- 
2), reprints the one "to Seth, Bishop of 
Sarum"). 



1687, Thirty-two sonnets by Philip Ayres, in his 
Lyric Poems, made in imitation of the Italians, 
etc Five are regular Italian, seven Shak- 
sperian, and thirteen rime abbacddceefggf. 
Of the remainder, two (one of them from 
Camoens) consist of seven heroic couplets. 
In From Shakespeare to Pope, p. 180 (1885), 
Mr. Gosse says : " Ayres is remarkable as 
almost the only English sonneteer between 
Milton and Gray, but his sonnets, though 
sometimes singularly learned and precise in 
form, are seldom otherwise interesting." 

1702, Two regular Shaksperian sonnets by Sir 
Charles Sedley, discovered by Prof. Phelps, 
who found them first in the edition of 1707. 

1716, Sonnet on " Death," by William Walsh, 
in fourth edition of Dryden's Miscellany 
(rv, 373, of fifth edition, 1727). It rimes 
ababbcbcddeffe. Although poems by Walsh 
are in The Grove, 1721, his sonnet is not 
among them. 

1721, "The Lover's Charm," a regular Shak- 
sperian sonnet by "Mr. S.", in The Grove. 
(This sonnet is also in Nichol's Sel. Coll., 
vi, 242, 1780). 

1724, "On Praise," a Shaksperian sonnet, 
"From Sir Wm. D'avenant," in " The 
Agreeable Variety . . . miscellany collection 
in prose and verse, from the most celebrated 
authors. Collected and published by a lady. 
J. M." Second edition, 8vo. (a third edition 
in 1742). Whether this sonnet is by D' Ave- 
nant, or only "from" him, I cannot say. 
Prof. Phelps writes that he cannot find it 
either in Madagascar, with other poems, 1638 
(second edition, 1648), or in his Works, 
1673. 

1742, Gray's sonnet On the Death of Mr. 
Bichard West (not published until 1775). 
It rimes ababababedcdcd. 

1746, "When I behold thee, blameless William- 
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son," by Benjamin Stillingfleet, first printed 
in Todd's edition of Milton, v. 445, 1801, 
with the statement, "It is dated in 1746." 
It rimes abbaabbacdecde. 
1746 and 1747, Two sonnets by Thos. Edwards, 
discovered by Prof. Phelps. 

Although we have here fifty sonnets by eight 
authors (not including Herbert's and D'Ave- 
nant's, which were not written in this period), 
those by Woodford and Ayres are remainders 
from the preceding age, and those by Stillingfleet 
and Edwards belong to the revival ; so that we 
have left five scattered and unrelated sonnets, 
curious examples of interest in a form ignored by 
the leaders of the age. 

In addition to this scanty list, I have noted the 
following reprints of earlier sonnets : 

1669, Donne's Poems; 1719, Poems on, Several 
Occasions, by J. Tonson. 

1673, Milton's Poems, second edition (the first of 
many of the sonnets) ; 1694, 4 sonnets first 
pub. in Philip's Life; 1705 and 1707, fourth 
edition of Poems ; 1720, fifth edition ; 1725, 
sixth edition of Poems (12th of Works) ; 
1727 and 1730, seventh edition of Poems ; 
1746-7, Works. 

1709-10, Shakespeare's sonnets, by Lintott, in a 
two-volume Collection of Poems, under the 
title Sonnets to Sundry Notes of Music, fol- 
lowed without break by The Lover's Com- 
plaint. The sonnets also formed a part of 
the seventh (supplementary) volume of 
Rowe's edition of 1710, and Pope's of 1725. 

1711, Drummond's sonnets, in Poems, Edinburgh 
(previously published at London, in 1656, 
and 1659). 

1715, Spenser's sonnets, in Hughes's edition of 
the Works. 

1717, Wyatt's and Surrey's sonnets, in The Poems 
of Edward Howard, Earl of Surrey, XVI, 
233 pages. 

Surrey's Songes and Sonnettes, by E. Curll, 
in a booklet of 32 pages. 

1718, Samuel Daniel's sonnets, in his Poetical 
Works, in two volumes. 

1724-5, Sidney's sonnets, in the " 14th edition " 
of his Works. 



1732, Six sonnets by Patrick Hannay, appended 
to The Unhappy Lovers; or, the History of 
James Welston, With his voyages and travels. 
To which is added several curious pieces, etc. 
The sonnets are introduced by this " Note. 
The following sonnets were written by Patrick 
Hannay some hundred years ago, and Dedi- 
cated to the Eight Honorable Sir Andrew 
Gray." The Songs and Sonnets of Patrick 
Hannay were first printed in 1622, and re- 
printed (15 copies only) by E. V. TJtterson, 
in 1841. This reprint of 1732 seems hith- 
erto to have escaped notice. 

1748, Drayton's sonnets, in his Works. 

It would be misleading to stop without noting 
such instances of failure to appreciate the sonnet, 
as the following : 

"To Laura, in imitation of Petrarch," by Dr. 
Wm. King, Student of Christ Church, Oxford, is 
ababcdedeefggf. (In Miscellanies, i, 491, 1705 ?) 

48 454 5 46 

In Steele's Collection (1714 and 1727) " To 
Aristus, in imitation of a sonnet of Milton, 
Anon." consists of six stanzas riming ababcc, 
each stanza ending in an alexandrine. (Also in 
Nichol's Sel. Coll., iv, 94). 

In Curious Amasements, etc. (by M. B.), "to 
which is added some translations from Greek, 
Latin, and Italian Poets," etc., by T. Rymer 
(1714) "from Petrarch, Sonnet 41. Perch' i'o 
t'habbia guardato " is translated into fifteen four- 
beat lines, riming abbbaccdddeejjf. 

In the Hon. Mrs. Mary Monk's Marinda: 
Poems and Translations, etc. (1716), are two 
sonnets from Delia Casa and one from Marini in 
fourteen lines of blank verse ; two from Petrarch 
consisting of four couplets, plus two triplets ; one 
from Guarini consisting of eight heroic couplets 
and one from Dr. Salvini, in five elegiac stanzas. 

In James Drake's Humours of New Tunbridge 
Wells, imitated from French, Latin, and Chinese 
poets (1734), a regular sonnet by Pierre Goudelin, 
Poete Toulousain, is translated into four penta- 
meter stanzas riming aabb. 
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